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The Portuguese Society for Microbiology (SPM) is the promoter of the International Microorganism Day 
(IMD), celebrated in 17th September with the aim to raise awareness about the importance of 
microorganisms and microbiology research among the general public. The third edition was 
commemorated in 2019 and was marked by the world dissemination of the celebrations, resulting from 
a social media dissemination campaign from SPM, supported by FEMS. 

 
The strategy 
 

IMD website and Twitter account had already been created for the 2018 edition, as well as the 
definition of #InternationalMicroorganismDay as the official hashtag. For the 2019 edition, IMD 
Facebook and Instagram accounts were created, and the Twitter and website were significantly 
improved. Also, our username in the social networks was changed to IntMicroDay to contribute to a 
unified image of IMD and to ease the task of the public to search for our content. The strategy was to 
develop posts to be shared in the three social media channels. The posts were divided in three 
categories: fun facts “did you know?”; promotion of the worldwide celebrations planned for the day; 
and IMD Quotation Cards by Microbiology Influencers (examples from IMD Instagram posts in Figure 
1).  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1. The types of posts developed for publication on IMD Social Networks. 
 
FEMS contributed with support to the IMD social media management, in three ways: 
 

1.  providing experience, training, and communications capacity for the IMD team to grow their own 

social media and online presence 

2.  using FEMS social media, website, and communication capacity to spread the word of IMD and echo 

messages from the IMD team 

3.  through running a Microbe Art Competition in tandem with IMD celebrations to showcase IMD to as 

wide an audience as possible: #MicrobeArt2019; the final results and prize are announced here. 
 

FEMS also supported the IMD team with contact with a freelancer, Ben Libberton, that provided 
training via two skype sessions for the social media manager in the IMD team and support thereafter 
and advice for content creation. Ben Libberton was also the producer of the content IMD quotation 
cards, having identified and contacted directly around 100 microbiology-focused social media accounts 
(organizations, individuals, and alias accounts) to spread news of IMD, and to encourage their 
involvement in any online activities. FEMS office provided the IMD team with a report on the activities 
and results from the Social Media Campaign, from which some results will be addressed in this report. 
  

https://spmicrobiologia.wordpress.com/
https://internationalmicroorganismday.wordpress.com/
https://internationalmicroorganismday.wordpress.com/
https://internationalmicroorganismday.wordpress.com/2019/05/28/imd-2019-2/
https://fems-microbiology.org/
https://internationalmicroorganismday.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/IntMicroDay
https://www.facebook.com/IntMicroDay
https://www.facebook.com/IntMicroDay
https://www.instagram.com/intmicroday/
https://fems-microbiology.org/microbe-art-competition-for-international-microorganism-day/
https://fems-microbiology.org/and-the-winners-of-microbeart2019-are/


Results 
 
Although some isolated posts were published before, the dissemination campaign through social media 
started in 1st August. The campaign comprised 53 tweets on Twitter, 35 Instagram posts and 28 
Instagram stories, and 36 Facebook posts, from our social media accounts. Twitter is by far the most used 
platform for science dissemination and this was confirmed in our campaign. Therefore, we used Twitter 
Analytics to retrieve data from the engagement (Figure 2).  
 

 

Figure 2. Daily Engagement in IMD Twitter campaign from 1st August to 30th September. The arrow marks 
17th September, the International Microorganism Day. 

 
 

The 53 tweets published on Twitter gathered 530 likes, comparing to the 134 likes obtained in the 2018 

campaign. The audience retweeted our tweets 187 times, comparing to only 71 times for the posts from 

2018. The replies obtained are also a measurement of the audience engagement, and the IMD team was 

able to improve this parameter from 1 reply obtained in 2018 to 34 replies to 2019 posts. From the posts 

that contained links, we generated 194 link clicks, comparing to 119 in 2018. 

 

A more global approach to follow the campaign engagement is by following the official hashtag 

#InternationalMicroorganismDay. The FEMS office analyzed the statistics for this hashtag using Keyhole 

software and compared the data with the analytics from International Microorganism Day 2018, 

presented as a benchmark. Since different software was used in 2018 vs. 2019, the data takes a different 

form, not allowing a perfect comparison, but still giving some indication of the relative campaign size. 



 
 

Figure 3. IMD official #InternationalMicroorganismDay hashtag tracking analyzed using Keyhole software. 

Engagement includes clicks, likes, shares/retweets, and replies/comments. Reach is the total number of 

unique people who see content with the tracked hashtag. Impressions are the number of times the content 

with the hashtag is displayed on the screen of some device. Provided by FEMS office; Information based on 

the period 31st August-30th September.  

 

Compared to 2018, the online activity this year resulted in over twice the reach (a 104% increase), and just 

under twice the impressions (a 76% increase). In 2019, there were over 4000 social media posts with the 

#InternationalMicroorganismDay hashtag, vs. nearly 1400 in 2018 (a 189% increase). There were over 

2,200 users involved this year, vs. 858 in 2018 (a 156% increase). 

 

This year, the website of the International Microorganism Day was focus of worldwide attention. The 

countries which most visualized our website during 2019 were Portugal, Brazil, United States of America, 

Spain and the Netherlands. 

 

 
Figure 4. Views per country during 2019 for the IMD official website 

https://internationalmicroorganismday.wordpress.com/ 
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